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Petunia

Crazytunia

Series

WITH EXCITING FLOWER COLORS AND
PATTERNS, THIS NEW COLLECTION IS
SHAKING UP THE WORLD OF PETUNIAS.

By Marc Englert

estflowers by  the

German breeder

Westhoff is shaking up

the vegetative petunia

category with its Cra-
zytunias — a collection of unique petunias
with exciting flower colors and patterns that
are grower and consumer friendly.

‘Crazytunia Black Mamba’ is considered by
some growers to be one of the best black petu-
nias currently on the market — no striping or
fading of its large, open flowers on a uniform,
mounding plant habit. Other exciting vari-
eties are Bitter Lemon, Mandeville and Pulse.
Sparky’s irregular flower color and pattern is
consistent in all produced plants with flower
patterns ranging anywhere from lemon to
magenta, uniquely in each plant. ‘Crazytunia
Red Blues’ is one of the most vibrant red petu-
nias available and ‘Crazytunia Cherry Cheese-
cake’ has won prizes in this past summer’s
garden trials, due to its intense red and white
candy cane star pattern.

The sub-series Crazytunia Twilight includes
Twilight Lemon, Twilight Blue and Twilight
Red. These three varieties have a matching
compact mounding plant habit with psyche-
delic morn colors.

Westflowers has just begun with its Crazy-
tunia collection. Expect to see more introduc-
tions this year at California Spring Trials.

Rooting and Transplant

Start with healthy, clean cuttings from a
reliable URC supplier. For best results, stick
cuttings as soon as possible and no later than
24 hours after arrival at your nursery. If cut-
tings cannot be stuck the same day of arrival,
store immediately in refrigeration.

Use a well-drained soil mix with pH levels
between 5.4 and 5.8 and mist for the first five
days as needed; be careful not to drench liners.
Remove from mist promptly and increase light
levels as roots emerge. Early plant growth regu-
lation and increased light levels with reduced
mist volume will eliminate the need to pinch.
Begin feeding with 200 ppm as roots emerge.
Transplant after 21 to 24 days in propagation.

Transplant liners in a well-drained soil mix

with a pH of 5.4-5.8.

Pinching

Crazytunia varieties may be pinched one
to two times. Pinch 10 to 14 days after trans-
plant only if B-Nine applications were missed
or significant stretch occurred in propagation.
Petunia ‘Crazytunia Mandeville’ is more vig-
orous and requires two pinches.

Temperature and Lighting
Maintain night temperature between 52 and

62° F and day temperature between 58 and 75° F.
Crazytunias should be grown under
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high light levels (between 5,000 and 8,000
foot-candles is ideal). Low light levels will
cause stretching and reduced plant quality.
They flower best under long days of spring
and summer. Strongest flowering is April to
September. Shorter day length causes longer crop
times. Fastest flowering during short day length
can be achieved by maintaining night tempera-
tures at 58 to 60° F and using lighting to extend
day length to 12.5 hours.

Woater Supply and Fertilizer

Uniform water management is important; avoid
plants standing in water or overwatering. Allow
media to dry between watering. Avoid periods of
continued wilting. Petunias are sensitive to both
drying out and being too wet; manage water and
humidity to reduce occurrences of Botrytis and
root diseases. To help prevent foliar diseases, water
early in the day and avoid high humidity, constantly
saturated media and wet foliage.

Crazytunias have a high feed requirement. Use
constant feed with a balanced fertilizer at 250- to
300-ppm nitrogen with additional iron as needed.
Provide a full complement of minor elements to

the plant.

Plant Growth Regulation
Combination of high light levels and cool tem-

peratures are the best growth regulator. One or

more applications of B-Nine (1,500 to 2,500 ppm)

starting seven to 14 days
after transplanting will con-
trol growth and improve
flowering. To  optimize
flower size and avoid delay
in flowering, avoid B-Nine
applications in the final
four weeks of crop time.

To  slow  vegetative
growth  while allowing
flowering to continue of
mature plants approaching

shipping  size,  drench
with  Bonzi  (0.25-1.0
ppm). Frequent applica- ‘Crazytunia Cher

tions of growth regulators
at a lower concentration
early in the crop cycle will
produce best results.

These recommendations for plant growth regu-
lators are general guidelines. Growers must trial all
chemicals under their particular conditions.

Crop Time

Starting from a URC: 10 to 12 weeks for
a 1-gallon pot with one plant per pot; 11 to 13
weeks for a 10- to 12-inch basket with three plants
per basket.

Starting from liners: seven to nine weeks for a
1-gallon pot with one liner per pot; 8 to 10 weeks for
a 10- to 12-inch basket with three liners per basket.
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Pests and Diseases

Keep an eye on: thrips, white fly, aphids, leaf
miners and fungal gnats, as well as Botrytis, Rhi-
zoctonia and Pythium. Avoid low temperatures,
low light levels and overwatering.

Marc Englert of FLOREP, representing
Westflowers in North America, can be reached
at marc@florep.com.

2013 CALIFORNIA

SPRING TRIALS
VIDEOS

In addition fo extensive coverage in the magazine, GPN
will provide video reports from some of the lbreeders and
exhibitors that are exhibiting during Spring Trials week.

The special Hort TV @ Spring Trials reports will be posted
soon dfter this year's event, so check back soon to see what
you may have missed or would like to learn more about.

Follow all the developments at California Spring Trials on

www.CaliforniaSpringTrials.com
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JPEEDY SEEDER

& Division of Carsiing Gresnhoause

Easiest Vacuum Seeder ro
wse an the market today!
Mo Hoses
Fast & Accurate
Stainless Steel Body

Seeds Melons to Raw Petunia
Avaifable with Optional Flip Frame & Table
Powder Coated
Adjustable Height
Guide Rails
Storage Shelf’

Avallable m o sipess 1008 13726

Cur Germination Chambers enable you to get your seeds off
to & faster start. Available in two sizes: 24 fiat & 48 flat.

Stainless Steel Construction Removable Shelves

Automatic Temp. Control PVC Coated Shelves

Twin-Wall Polycarbonate HD Caster Wheels

Operates on | 10V Optional Water Reservoir
Ireivies Frlly Avsesnblod ciered Ready To Dlsg!

For ordering & information

www. carolinacreenhouses.com

Write in 776



